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In 2019, all of us celebrated TIPO's 20th anniversary. Looking back, with the booming of global 
economy, intellectual property rights (IPRs) were becoming more and more important in terms of 
a nation's competitiveness and protection of businesses' R&D results. The establishment of the 
Taiwan Intellectual Property Office (TIPO) has brought together efforts relating to patent, trademark, 
copyright, trade secret, as well as piracy and counterfeit investigation authorities, an important 
milestone in promoting the Taiwan's IPR protection.

Over the past two decades, TIPO has seen fluctuating economic scenes, technical innovations, 
and generational transition. Given our consistent dedication, Taiwan's IPR legal regime is in line 
with global counterparts, and there is continuous improvement in the quality and efficiency of 
patent and trademark examination. In addition, we proactively sought opportunities to join hands 
with key IP offices to increase our international visibility and build solid foundations for local 
businesses developing global portfolios. We spared no effort to continue optimizing our e-services 
and developing IPR talents so as to consolidate our IPR foundations.

Optimizing IPR Legal Regime

In November 2019, the amended Patent Act took effect in order to meet the needs of domestic 
industries and align with global IPR legal regimes. The term of design patent was extended from 12 to 
15 years to facilitate development of local design industries. Also, the scope of applicability of division 
following approval decision was expanded to assist companies in developing global patent portfolios. 
Assisting measures were added to improve efficiency in examining patent invalidation cases.

In copyright, the amended Copyright Act was promulgated on May 1 to block illegal access via 
set-top boxes and apps so as to facilitate development in domestic film, TV and music industries. 
Legislatively and globally, Taiwan was the first country to impose civil and criminal liability on 
providers of computer software enabling access to infringing websites.

In trade secret laws, the amended Trade Secrets Act, which passed the third reading on December 
31, now enacts the system of confidentiality protective order (CPO) to increase efficiency in 
relevant investigations. This system was aimed at helping prosecutors to expeditiously and 
efficiently investigate cases involving trade secret theft.

DIRECTOR GENERAL'S 
MESSAGE

TIPO Director General
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In trademark laws, TIPO held public hearings to listen to feedback on the partially amended 
Trademark Act. The amendment aims to create a well-rounded legal environment by introducing 
the mechanism of accelerated examination and the management of trademark attorneys and 
agents, as well as expanding the eligibility of applicants to groups other than juridical persons.

Optimizing Examination Efficiency and Quality

The average disposal pendency for invention patent and trademark applications was within 14 
and 7 months respectively. On the basis of this stable examination efficiency, TIPO added the Patent 
Examination Quality Feedback webpage to seek public feedback, and for the first time conducted a 
survey on patent examination efficiency and quality. According to survey results, about 90% of the 
respondents said overall examination quality was better than the previous year. In the e-payment 
system, a mobile payment service was introduced to facilitate convenient and expeditious 
transactions. 

Comprehensive Support for Industrial Innovation and Development

TIPO is dedicated to providing comprehensive user-friendly search tools to meet the growing 
needs for domestic industries to establish R&D and develop global IP portfolios. Sources of patent 
information continued to be expanded in the global patent search system (GPSS). This search 
system is a free platform for the public to access and analyze more than 75 million entries of patent 
information from TIPO, IP5, WIPO, and over 90 IP offices worldwide. In addition, patent search 
functionality of the Taiwan Patent Search System (TWPAT) was also upgraded.

At the same time, TIPO continued to extend its IP support services to help start-ups and local 
SMEs. These services include sending patent examiners to domestic companies for learning 
and exchange of patent services and technologies, hosting seminars to inspire potential patent 
applicants in financial, optoelectronics and communications sectors, and providing customized 
courses for the industries. Furthermore, TIPO continued to coordinate between domestic 
advertising agencies and Google to deter online infringement.

Strengthening Taiwan-Japan and Taiwan-US IP Cooperation and Deepening International 
Cooperation

In January, TIPO and the JPO signed an MOU on Patent Prosecution Highway (PPH), which will 
replace the current PPH pilot by a permanent PPH program, and a MOU on Design Patent Priority 
Document Exchange (PDX) to expand international participation and help residents further their 
businesses overseas. These programs will enable TIPO and the JPO to provide more efficient 
and convenient examination services to applicants. As to deepening cooperation with the US, the 
TIPO-USPTO Exchange of Best Practices on Trademark Examination was held for the first time in 
Taiwan. The two sides also held a seminar on preventing digital infringement and practices in trade 
secret protection and enforcement.

2019
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To continue deepening IPR exchanges with New Southbound countries, TIPO held the Seminar 
on the IP Landscape in New Southbound Countries in Taipei. Officials and patent attorneys from 
India, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand, and Vietnam were invited to talk about their 
respective legal regimes, examination practices, and patent right protection. In addition, India sent 
patent examiners to Taiwan for the first time to exchange thoughts on patent legal regime and 
examination practices.

Streamlining Administrative Remedy Procedures and Patent Information Exchange with 
Other Countries

In 2019, my TIPO colleagues worked hard to make plans and accomplish quite a few important 
tasks. Going forward, we are committed to streamlining administrative remedy procedures for 
resolving patent and trademark dispute cases. We will also complete the system of patent dossier 
information exchange between Taiwan and Japan in order to provide state-of-the-art, high-quality 
and comprehensive patent examination documents. Furthermore, fast-track examination will be 
conducted online to help businesses obtain trademark rights earlier for subsequent development 
of market portfolios. In all, we are committed to adopting innovative approaches and we are not 
daunted by the constant changes in the digital era. Together, we will build a sustainable future. 
Kudos to you, TIPO!
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TIPO celebrating its 20th Anniversary

 Anniversary and Highlights

Happy birthday TIPO! On January 26, our dear friends from far and wide gathered together to 
celebrate this very special day. Ms. Mei-hua Wang, Vice Minister of the MOEA, all the previous 
director generals and deputy director generals, as well as guests domestic and foreign gathered 
here on TIPO's 20th birthday.

TIPO Director Shu-min Hong was delighted and she thanked all for partaking in this "Coming-of-
age Day" event. Given our ceaseless efforts, we have created a comprehensive and high-quality 
environment for domestic IPR protection. Today, Taiwan is among the most proactive countries for 
IP protection. With cutting-edge technologies, Taiwan is a hub attracting foreign investments which 
in turn is a win-win for overall industrial development. Director General Hong once again thanked 
all the guests for participation and invited all to join hands to create the next 20 glorious years.

TIPO held a series of events following the celebration. On October 4, the 20th Anniversary 
Celebrations and Seminar on the Copyright Act - the Past and the Future invited experts from 
government agencies, industrial sectors and academia to reexamine past major changes and 
exchange thoughts on future reforms in terms of copyright legal regime. The "IPR Energetic 

TIPO's 20th

2019
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2019 IPR Energetic Party 20TH ANNIVERSARY

20th Anniversary Celebrations and Seminar on the Copyright Act - the Past and the Future

TIPO 20th Anniversary website
https://www.tipo.gov.tw/tw/np-19-1.html

Party" was a public event in celebration of 
the birthday. Scholars and experts were 
invited to write articles about this "20TH 
ANNIVERSARY," addressing the development 
of patent, trademark, copyright, and trade 
secret legal regimes and practices. Highlights 
of the events are available at TIPO's website.
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HIGHLIGHTS IN 2019
Invention Patent
Average first office action pendency was 8.4 months.
Average disposal pendency was 13.6 months.

Trademark
Average first office action pendency was 5.2 months.
Average disposal pendency was 6.7 months.

Copyright
The amended Articles  87 and 93 of the Copyright Act were promulgated in May. 
The draft amendment to the Copyright Collective Management Organization Act was proposed in October.
License disputes over the use of karaoke machines at community centers were resolved between May and October.
The 2019 Seminar on Advanced Technologies and Music Licensing Trends was held in December.

IPR Laws and Regulations
The Operational Directions of Third-party Observations for Trademark Applications was issued and promulgated 
on June 20.
The Principles for Examining Trademarks Comprising the Cross Device was published on July 30.
The amended Notices Regarding the Use of Registered Trademarks was promulgated on August 23.
Following a public hearing on October 15 where public feedback was collected, TIPO drafted the amendment to 
the Trademark Act.
The Amended Patent Act took effect on November 1.
Legislative Yuan passed its third reading of the partial amendment to the Trade Secrets Act on December 31.

International Cooperation
In March, the 2019 TIPO-USPTO Exchange of Best Practices on Trademark Examination was held in Taiwan for 
the first time.
In April, the 2019 International Seminar on Digital Piracy and Trade Secrets was held.
In August, the 2019 Seminar on the IP Landscape in New Southbound Countries was held.
In October, Taiwan and Japan signed the MOUs on PPH and on Design Patent PDX.

Support for Industrial Sectors

e-Services
New mobile payment method launched in June.
The percentages of e-filing for patent and trademark applications were 79.7% and 78.2%.
The percentages of e-delivery of patent and trademark documents were 90.8% and 72.3%.
The cumulative issuance of e-receipts exceeded 200,000.

27 sessions of the Seminar on Increasing Patent Capacity and Value were held.
11 Seminar on Discovering Potential Patent Applicants were held.
TIPO’s examiners visited two corporations for bilateral learning and exchange.
Customized IPR localization courses were provided to 16 companies at TIPO’s branch offices.

p.24
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p.48,66,73

p.45,47-49

p.72,73,77

p.60-61
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 Patent

 Invention patent applications by domestic industries continued growth.

 Invention patent, design patent and trademark applications continued growth.
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Non-resident applications came mainly from Japan, the United States and 
mainland China.

 Top 5 resident and non-resident applicants
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