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EPO statistics

European patent applications® 2008-2017 by field of technology?

Field of technology 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Electrical engineering Electrical machinery, apparatus, energy 8,018 7,658 8,530 8,693 9,746/ 10,138 10,387 9,794/ 10,002| 10,402
Audio-visual technology 5,698 4,678 5,237 4,462 4,128 3,986 3,876 4,045 3,884 4,296
Telecommunications 6,000 5,254 4,628 3,901 4,117 3,667 3,528 3,736 3,585 3,570
Digital communication 6,395 6,478 8,410 8,261 9,809 9,398 10,427 11,051| 11,066 11,694
Basic communication processes 1,267 1,072 1,172 1,114 1,039 914 980 1,024 983 1,024
Computer technology 9,026 7,780 8,649 8,194 8,540 9,158 9,787| 10,359 10,737| 11,174
IT methods for management 1,133 1,237 1,296 1,378 1,492 1,680 2,059 2,060 2,214 2,323
Semiconductors 3,518 2,888 3,749 3,379 3,246 3,209 2,996 2,722 2,675 3,037
Instruments Optics 3,813 3,280 3,583 3,457 3,382 3,333 3,513 3,498 3,465 4,007
Measurement 6,818 6,021 6,717 6,448 6,633 6,779 7,156 7,739 7,504 7,999
Analysis of biological materials 1,426 1,300 1,565 1,384 1,337 1,268 1,235 1,269 1,274 1,433
Control 2,411 2,157 2,218 1,957 2,091 2,099 2,267 2,492 2,504 2,714
Medical technology 9,762 9,979/ 11,136 10,628| 10,502| 10,782| 11,234/ 12,531 12,325| 13,090
Chemistry Organic fine chemistry 7,373 7,075 7,670 6,935 6,588 6,215 6,283 6,447 6,196 6,462
Biotechnology 5,566 5,154 7,723 5,870 5,539 5,269 5,754 5,724 5,485 6,278
Pharmaceuticals 6,378 5,579 6,910 6,081 6,309 5,568 5,369 6,055 5,854 6,330
Macromolecular chemistry, polymers 3,513 3,194 3,598 3,252 3,492 3,552 3,672 3,625 3,603 3,773
Food chemistry 1,505 1,531 1,624 1,600 1,586 1,678 1,644 1,710 1,547 1,643
Basic materials chemistry 4,152 3,907 4,644 3,997 4,250 4,294 4,347 4,872 4,423 4,535
Materials, metallurgy 2,486 2,462 2,686 2,845 2,959 2,966 3,112 3,254 3,320 3,245
Surface technology, coating 2,303 1,986 2,172 2,180 2,290 2,228 2,322 2,509 2,500 2,341
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Micro-structural and nano-technology 210 161 204 231 236 207 267 191 183 160
Chemical engineering 3,591 3,293 3,650 3,555 3,599 3,595 3,670 3,827 3,849 3,456
Environmental technology 1,760 1,824 1,856 1,899 2,068 1,997 2,014 1,987 1,818 1,833
Mechanical engineering Handling 3,963 3,628 3,698 3,688 3,959 3,803 3,782 4,018 4,108 4,470
Machine tools 3,393 3,172 3,415 3,292 3,460 3,471 3,356 3,507 3,583 3,597
Engines, pumps, turbines 4,471 4,310 4,555 4,802 5,874 5,494 5,405 6,334 6,283 5,376
Textile and paper machines 2,933 2,413 2,409 2,268 2,236 2,190 2,252 2,249 2,422 2,629
Other special machines 3,897 3,826 4,329 4,120 4,348 4,489 4,732 5,152 5,527 5,548
Thermal processes and apparatus 2,173 2,152 2,481 2,570 2,468 2,479 2,499 2,547 2,499 2,562
Mechanical elements 4,165 3,490 3,647 3,480 3,767 3,867 3,878 4,035 4,050 4,403
Transport 6,947 6,113 6,364 6,448 7,002 7,443 7,926 8,108 8,577 8,217
Other fields Furniture, games 2,903 2,670 2,845 2,859 2,777 2,830 2,748 2,969 2,935 3,125
Other consumer goods 2,639 2,607 2,947 2,985 3,070 3,094 3,220 3,418 3,485 3,788
Civil engineering 3,951 3,907 4,380 4,296 4,309 4,491 4,667 4,816 4,494 4,701
Source: EPO.

Status: 22.1.2018.

! European patent applications include direct European applications and international (PCT) applications that entered the European phase during the reporting period.
% The definition of the fields is based on the WIPO IPC technology concordance. The table is available at:

http://www.wipo.int/export/sites/www/ipstats/en/statistics/patents/xIs/ipc_technology.xIs.
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EPO statistics

European patent applications® 2017 by field of technology?

Field of technology

Chinese Tapei

Electrical engineering Electrical machinery, apparatus, energy 120
Audio-visual technology 126
Telecommunications 97
Digital communication 204
Basic communication processes 38
Computer technology 159
IT methods for management 17
Semiconductors 63
Instruments Optics 64
Measurement 39
Analysis of biological materials 6
Control 24
Medical technology 68
Chemistry Organic fine chemistry 22
Biotechnology 30
Pharmaceuticals 63
Macromolecular chemistry, polymers 15
Food chemistry 2
Basic materials chemistry 8
Materials, metallurgy 2
Surface technology, coating 7
Micro-structural and nano-technology 0
Chemical engineering 12
Environmental technology 3
Mechanical engineering Handling
Machine tools 27
Engines, pumps, turbines 39
Textile and paper machines 32
Other special machines 66
Thermal processes and apparatus 8
Mechanical elements 25
Transport 85
Other fields Furniture, games 66
Other consumer goods 29
Civil engineering 40
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Source: EPO.
Status: 22.1.2018.

! European patent applications include direct European applications and international (PCT) applications that
entered the European phase during the reporting period.

% The definition of the fields is based on the WIPO IPC technology concordance. The table is available at:
http://www.wipo.int/export/sites/wwwi/ipstats/en/statistics/patents/xlIs/ipc_technology.xls.

The geographic origin is based on the country of residence of the first applicant listed on the application form
(first-named applicant principle). In cases where several applicants are mentioned on the application form,

the country of residence of the first applicant listed applies.
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