
COMMEMORATING 80 YEARS OF THE PATENT ACT

The Patent Act was officially enacted in 1994.

Taiwan’s first registered patent.

Star Wars design patents (No. 6730350 and No. 6730351) 
were filed in 1978.

Amended the Patent Act in 
preparation for WTO accession.
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1944 Promulgation of the Patent Act

Expansion of patent protection to 
include chemicals, pharmaceuticals, 
and their applications

1986

Adoption of international 
priority rights1994

Implementation of domestic 
priority rights and early publication 
of invention patents

Amendments made to 
comply with WTO accession 
requirements

2001

2002



A well-developed patent system enhances national technological advancement and 
drives industrial growth. As such, the Patent Act, enacted in 1944, serves as the legal 
foundation for an effective patent system. TIPO’s monthly IPR Journal published a 
special feature in celebration of the 80th anniversary of the enactment of the Patent 
Act, providing a retrospective on the evolution of Taiwan’s patent regime. Additionally, 
a Masters Seminar Series was organized to commemorate this milestone.

80th Anniversary of the Patent Act – Masters Seminar Series

Patent Act 80th Anniversary 
special feature in IPR 
Journal.
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Transition to formal examination 
for utility model patents

Introduction of international 
priority right reinstatement and 
the dual application system

Extension of the grace period 
for inventions and utility models 
from 6 months to 12 months

Extension of design patent 
protection from 12 years to 
15 years

Implementation of the 
patent linkage system

2003

2013

2017

2019

2022


