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§ 1.71 Detailed description and specification of the invention.

(d) A copyright or mask work notice may be placed in a design or utility patent application adjacent
to copyright and mask work material contained therein. The notice may appear at any appropriate
portion of the patent application disclosure. For notices in drawings, see § 1.84(s). The content of
the notice must be limited to only those elements provided for by law. For example, “© 1983 John
Doe” ( 17 U.S.C. 401) and “ *M* John Doe” ( 17 U.S.C. 909) would be properly limited and,
under current statutes, legally sufficient notices of copyright and mask work, respectively. Inclusion
of a copyright or mask work notice will be permitted only if the authorization language set forth in
paragraph (e) of this section is included at the beginning (preferably as the first paragraph) of the
specification.

(e) The authorization shall read as follows:

A portion of the disclosure of this patent document contains material which is subject to (copyright
or mask work) protection. The (copyright or mask work) owner has no objection to the facsimile
reproduction by anyone of the patent document or the patent disclosure, as it appears in the Patent
and Trademark Office patent file or records, but otherwise reserves all (copyright or mask work)
rights whatsoever.

24§ 1.84 Standards for drawings.

(s) Copyright or Mask Work Notice. A copyright or mask work notice may appear in the drawing,
but must be placed within the sight of the drawing immediately below the figure representing the
copyright or mask work material and be limited to letters having a print size of .32 cm. to .64 cm. (
1/8 to 1/4 inches) high. The content of the notice must be limited to only those elements provided
for by law. For example, “© 1983 John Doe” ( 17 U.S.C. 401) and “*M* John Doe” ( 17 U.S.C.
909) would be properly limited and, under current statutes, legally sufficient notices of copyright
and mask work, respectively. Inclusion of a copyright or mask work notice will be permitted only
if the authorization language set forth in § 1.71(e) is included at the beginning (preferably as the
first paragraph) of the specification.
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LN Rk 5 226 1%
Documents open to public inspection do not infringe copyright
(1) If a document mentioned in subsection (2) is open to public inspection, doing any of the following
in relation to the whole or part of the document does not constitute an infringement of any
copyright subsisting under the Copyright Act 1968 in any literary or artistic work:
(a) reproducing the document in two-dimensional form;
(b) communicating (within the meaning of that Act) the document to the public
(c) translating (within the meaning of that Act) the document.
(2) The documents are:
(a) a provisional specification; and
(b) a complete specification; and

(c) a prescribed document.
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