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Legislating Means-Plus-Function Claim Interpretation in
Taiwan Patent Law
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Abstract

Means-plus-function claim is a claim with some elements defined by the
functions they implemented and without corresponding detailed structure.

The dispute raises by such claim is in case of infringement, the literal
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interpretation may apply to include all the structures capable of implementing

the function, so as to result in the claim scope indefinite, and be harmful to

the public and patent owner. This article examines the practice in Taiwan,

Europe, Japan and USA, suggest us to transplant 35 USC 112 paragraph six

into Taiwan patent law with the wording of such clause in Chinese and

rearranging relevant clauses.
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Means-plus-function (means plus function), claim interpretation, notice

function
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REMPERAESFAR—EFRFENHEENTEZ , KARERFENH
BANTH  IRETHFRETHZER. M. BF(act)WBEET ,
U—BERBEDREZEE (means )L B (step) N A X RER T FER
ENRBANLEERRAMAGERREDRNERS , EERTRSH
FENEETERRIENABANAZALELREANORMN , Bit
BEEEERAEAARNMAEE AMELSARERILE? BRI L,
RAMAIMGE? ANEEERMERE.

HREEMDEAEERENBEELSEZTHAE L MERNTHER
N, REENBEARARFTEIBRERUEREAEZIENRE  AXXHR
M A REIER L,

B, XRENYEAESACEBERBENE
BER

—, XEMBRAESLXNEBEHA

HENRBHER-—EEESE  HZETHER , ETHRERES
BiESZHNIIEE M 2 Bl #E % Bl #Y )X Th 88 [sub-function] , & B #Y X Th &E
BEAHZETEES. MRABERER K NRFEZEMESTN MU
FR HFEEFHENEESAEENMENETERE , BENARE

! 1-8-25
(means) (step)
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HENRAE , BRAIRENRE
BRAZRSEEA , LURHAOEINEBEREESE, BLEE. &
BEEEE  AURUTBTFTRPAFBANBARLOTE L MEABRRE
ENAEHUREALXENES , AREMARMENE Rt EEHES
BEURKEMNERERES X,

8¢ I8 b Th e 5 E BV AR 1B 05 SR I B 3 SRR K
7

NBAREFRFENNEREEFNRFENR®, REEFOEEMD
UEZBEINRASEEDERNIX , BBBAREEFRA’, BEELH
EWMBRE . (VEEZERAEENT L AEREARHARN , ES
HENZE-+T-HReRERR ; QEZUXBEEAERHECEREZENS
E,NERRBRRAMEZETERN  AEQERFR  ARENKEFTE
EBREYBEACKINBETEEZRIRAMAKESER , A MR
ENEER  NHAEERNHEEEEZEN  SAEXHERRR TR

http:// www. moeai po.gov.tw/ patent / ppastpe003
1 28 68880
5430485 "means for capturing....”
83282 5381181 " means for

periodically storing...”
"means for”

_report/ pat

3 TM Patents, LLP v. Int'l Bus. Machs. Corp., 136 F. Supp. 2d 209 Gr egory J.

Lavorgna and MicHMedn - Slhyd efcdnacitmsonaft er

Scott G. Ulbrich, INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY IN AN INFORMATION
ECONOMY: FESTO, NOTICE AND THE APPLICATION OF PROSECUTION
HISTORY ESTOPPEL TO MEANS-PLUS-FUNCTION CLAIM LIMITATIONS, 28
Wm. Mitchell L. Rev. 1165, 2002
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FEENRENBERNENEEELESTEREMNYERAENERLSN
HEREARTHRRAMEELZRE  HX  ZEEEEHHERKBAE
HX , RERRHETCEENENEAERRBR , AT SE4HRBREER
Bk,

E. REMIEAEFAERBERNBER S
AXRHOBAHABLTRERYR , EELRRDBBERY
EENMYERENRBSERREL, E—HREBRREAL
(Discovery) R — "HEEBROAF 2 RBR S, ERUERR
FEEUREARZGE ERRARTAGESE , BRE. #E(E
BHERREESASAREAEHUBENNEEER  ERLK
CEEEUREE Sk St

BoHUTHFEMEBEEERN  E-AEEREMDERES
AFNDIEREAREKME ? EREE  FEERREAEEMARFEE
ERCENERBESR  PHREMNHEES 1 BARKIL .  HEER/—
BESFAE. BT, HBERER , UATANERRIREERLER
HREEEAEXRE2ARERMEZ-—UIKFEEEE  ATARESBERE
EEEFRARUERERRLE  AFILRREEBcFEaEERLE
EHREEE—REZE , AT 5 AEREFR] 6% ¥ K 7] 4T T F 85 i B %
CERREEEL  EMEEEE R,

REEMER:"URBEEEHE L FH L means plus function RE 2 #&

5 89 3988
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B,OTUR, CFEHEERR  ARRAELUREACREBINSH
EE  BESIAFREZEBEBIAEAL R, ZRAETEBAMRE
HETERURER  MURFEARZRFENEENLERN

E=H MRS —EARE DEMAETREENDIERERETHE
B?2URBR&E  MESESCIRERKBEBENEZTEEE? AHRE
HENEBERH  HESNEINR—E 'REAXGERUAR, <HEEH
A, BBATRRAFRESIZRZA %Y  ALFARWEANRF
ENEEREAEE , ECIBNRFENEERAENR , HRFER
BEEF1EH " HEHGE -FTHE-F_-W  ZTWHRKED BIF
BRE-IBHREAE-PER  ZE-PEBARER-—FE-—HKEH ;M
F_wmenmAMHERE-GEEN ETUFTLTARE - FEEHE
e EREIFREREEEBET

EREARAFPFEINEESHAYEELESR , MARBRIBRS
ENRES , HEEERPRERANEREELRAR , HR , FARZH
FENEEESRAYNEELIRE =& ARZFURRRASNER
Pl EURAERNEER  ( IWEAREEED( 2.)BFAEER
BEMURA  LUFRRATFNERBREREZGABHIRNATER
B MBHUERESARRREFRANER.

AREEYRE-—MTERNRY  IeFERERLE MDA
EIXFHEE , PFEMNEEISHSES  ENIERERR "
HEE, BRNMEMEN €I ZBENBRERR K RENIDRE
ERERH "HERMH, KE)MERWME, AMMEL AR,

6 89 3165
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ARBERERENERL , HPERBFTBHRE_H , KW THEE
B8 RFERHELBERENLCHRE  HEHEMAWN "THIFE,L ThiE
R, RMEEBRAAHFHNIER , AEEM T RFGEHSE , EEThEE
B —THmeeERK.

ENA4AEE-ERE ENEE TR FEANEENRRE
ERMAE? ZAERARFENEEAERAEINEUNSERAER A
BENT SEESHBL BEFFETEERCERN , BEAERE
Rk RFBREUN "THAUKBFEENE_EERRE FYRREXE=
BOCHMENZEHER , &8 "HEENEEBR. kK "S#EBRRTH
HB,MERBR, MRARBEERBER, . HAREN. ZRERAR( 1F
ReE_HBORURE-—BORODBIERKRE  RE-HBOH2MELZ
BERRERRHGEMZECEERNG . ( 2BELARTETRES
BRRZF-MOZRERSEZTRE ; ( SFRFN "EE, —FARERK
F-MHACUEARACE - EXFRENERREE2ETHENF , BR
ERMENHCBOEESTZRIME ; ( 4EEERL , LRAWEY
HeBERRERTHHAEENE  BEARLEACREARETSER
ERRAMEE., FEEURTREAUE 2BEHRHE , MM EARRF AL
REARE , JRE. . KE K BMMERBEXKBRERTMIENEE

RELYR BREEEHPFENEENER  BHEHNKREM
RREENIMEINNTRATR  (ORPFENEEP R EDIEFHENR
B, QREZUEHEERFENECETFEEOTH ; QUEF=R-
B RTIEEH , KRB -—HEH K KRISEHEIH K F—E
BREE=-BEH K FREYEEFMNEFARELHAREEMNERLH

7 90 1315 90 1314
90 297
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R,OARFBABERRHT BUMELENRE_EHEE=BEL ; ¥
ER-—aH4nERaTsmE : THEHEERERCHLERE , &7,
ATEREENNRAELR , ®F8RZ; w%ﬁ#%@E#MF
oo BERAEAARECEEDERNNEER , LENERTS
B BThRE R W LA R AT BASE & EA T 4R I EL B B A 4R A 1R RIE R

HRBRERBE T :

g, RENNWEAELFANERFEZRE L
& ?

/
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26 92.6 EEME#EAT 541



3

EENMNERES R MBS EERE v ELERTE 2RI

EREELTAKR, ENEHERUPRFENEELE  EEFFENGE
MIBERAFZTSIARASANERME ; AR, "4EE, RTREERE
Be MEBREBESEENRARLTRERE BRI HFAERARIUE
BREE , MFERERITEREE,

ZEF  ERCEERERARAENFTEELENRARRARE MR
AENERN , Y LRAEEBAUKMUER , IEENERBRAR
EMBEAESFN , EERRBAEDEFZLUEER , LBER =0
BZHAYRAA ; RYROBEAR . FFENEEERHEPAF "7
FHARX, ERBESRE , AHHEACET "E_HKEM. . BE-KS
HEESK—B,, THXBEREEVEERCENREE K EANEFRY
FREMNEEA , ' CERBERAER., WS THEBEBMERR K BEE
MWEERERRARE "REBHEHAGE, OBERATHIRIANBRBAET
BB

Re=WNE=-HYRREHE "Mt THSHIT DB THE
R, ERUWREFELERE EBLAEERHYE "HE-—n#Hh, IF#HER
ERERS MU EERBEDRIKXEERRT , URELAEE
WARREARER ; ARABZEER  MRERBFARMAEAME
F, OAEAFENEEFIHZIRAEFERERINORG , MER R
AAREAEZ  HRAESUARFKRTEFINGESE  MEMNFE W
RENER K REZIRECAUESERRE , B LRSS EBREN I
AR BHRRE

=, ZREEERFBESHNREE
EEMPERES X2 RBSENEFAEAEE -+ Rz B
HER FUSARIRRAHNGERARE  RERTRERRY
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BEREHG  HTBREBEHEENERMYE  TEERARTREEN
HERBEEMUEE  UBEEREFRAAL K EFNEARERER
A, BRE(RURRNBERESNEN , INGLENENEEH
FRREHEHE K SHAEEMNEXMAE  ARSEERECHFNERE
NOFEE  NRDBAZBENEREE  BEBRER . FFEENEEXK
HERRE? ERMER? TBER ?AREBLERER BER
BB EZRERRERFENGEE  RRRERERS  HAREBEZ¥
TEERMEX  ALZERXVEEZANIMREHEHEERS , BKRE

EBRERNBRERBRE

BEESRAMRENERETECELECRERE  BELEABEEES KRR
FRENDEAESANMAERE  BUSENEEEELIRE , Mkt A
B :EMNFEL  FENETEANRERE AT HE, BEE, BEX
AARAHBZESINNEEMNE ? ZETEANKRE  EZABTIEEK
HENENRAE  RTHREHFFENEEMNE , EGRBEHE , R
BERFALENRFHEEIRENRR  MXBEASBR AN AE
EMBERER  ATREBEAC  RHBEBCRENRHER BEFER
BEEZER, ARRATHRBERFTENHEEFRE.

 BREREREEFEFBENATRLER

©o
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RTBEENEERREENBERARES  TROBRBER (1)
HEREL  FEZEAEBEELARKRIFE T RFENGEME
VUL REB(QQKBMNEE  EEFNELFREANRE  KEFERER
BEE CHREFEEL HFRENEEREEARERRYA. RFZ
NEBELFERBARAAXE  EEEHEL UNZHEBESRAERE
LR E(REA N ERAERAEREMNDRELINEEL EUBRER
HERREEB., F( 1EFZNBAEEETUHE —EXRRNUPFENDE
MERLZE, —AREEMABEARES , CARTRELEEETIR —®
B O EMSIEFFALEZTEZENIH  IHEENTFERLTF ;
HR, L EEBRAZEFEEINFERER  RERENERER , B
BEDNRXREANEEBIAMN , BRENENNENEROMFTE 2 DE
BRENRE 6 5 2BEFZHRBALRN  EHREMBRHEA A
R EBAZHEEXBECFENIDE  BLURADEREZTZE LK
MR, UERERRENDRAENHRERD ;| B()BHEEE
VUERERBA ELBREREABEERE'S

10 (1999) 227

n Rainer A. Kuhnen law and practice of “means

plus function” language in Europe(2001) 66

12

Julia Hodge COMMENT: 112, P 6 Claim
Interpretation and the Doctrine of Equivalents: An Invitation to Confused Thinking 17
Computer & High Tech. L.J. 203 December, 2000
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B, XENNERAESANERS ZMNM L
E?

—, EFRARLREmA 2 B

EFNFERA-—EHNBNEEEE TERNRA  URNEREARL
THEMEATMERERNKE  IBARELA-—EHBERR ,
GERERANEEERRE  ERERNFERS  FtENETRA
RRXMEMWBR , BRREBTHEMNHEREREARRRMAKER
Bifi , ERTERTENE  MUEFTEIRERFTEBA[BE , KL
BERAENHESS BRAALRBRARECEAREED , RUTE
MTENRE HLERREBAAIRBRAERN , LREETAEEK
BIOHARHRFEZREHRENRFAERZSHE , ERERENHE
BELFN  BHELEREMMERELSR K MAKRESARAHEES
L, ARAREHFENHEPHERLER —EXRESK L MEAEER
BANUAENRASTANEREHASE , ML TERERNRFE AR
BAfE MOBRBURRTHRAFENGE  EREEBEN. BRE
A, FEANRE  HBITALRNEBEEREAREECES  BHPERE
TERXEXBIZEEEEB[E RUEEBHEXBEEZEIRENT
B UATAENBEXEZEREEY  HRAEEELZEBHETRER
HY 5 R

=, XBEEEREEKEFS K

ZEENEE-—B-—+T-HREAERE , BRESAFFENGEE
M—EBEXHBER—EHATHENENKREISIBRNFEEZRERE , MR
BRRXEFZUENEE, HRHBE, LATHNPFENEERN
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RAERN "HE, BE. MRABEUARN=EHENIZSYRERDN
BERORES

HENDEEAEFARGHHRBFENHEEPINE -, MEM/SR
FENEETEREA At FAXFFENHEER T2 RER
MARERY, SFRFEENRESRNE me an s 8o EREE
HEEEMNRBFAEERDE—B—TZHEAEZRAE'", ME means
f o REBLENLYEERR  TEZTEEBARFENEBFNTH , Lk
MR  BEFSEEBRSF [ cont ai AEEPASHNEE means for
shaking the .cobhFrAERRBELXTERHERE , k.
wing meaER wi nSMAEAN , IHERFER/ALRBEEHR
[indefitnite]

MREEHBEFNEEACHEEREBREE, MEIEBE 6 MARAE
BELHEAT means for, W FEERBE—B —TZHREASBEZHRE , L
wER -

B (1) 217 @)
( ) 34
35U.S.C.112 Paragraph 6 An element in a claim for a combination may be
expressed as a means or step for performing a specified function without recital of
structure, material, or acts in support thereof, and such claim shall be construed to cover
the corresponding structure, material, or acts described in the specification and

equivalents thereof.
14

i

® 194 F.3d 1250 ...using “means plus function” terminology invokes presumption that 35

USCS 112 applies;...”

16 Jeffrey G. Sheldon, How to draft a patent application 2" printing

6-27
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"perforation means [extending from the leg band means to the waist

band means through the outer impermeable layer means] for tearing the outer
impermeable layer means for removing the training brief in case of an
accident by the user, and..." iR AEARTEBRRENYDERELR , B
M= perforation Bl B #1T tearing W E BB ; BB KE LFFERFE i
BHR, YA QORFANRELSR , RABABREZANBER
E, CER EBEHE perforation” LA X ¥ tearing” B ThBE |, (2)FF 55 F &8
EFfERIER SEHATENVESE  ALTREIBAREE—B -
T oRERBZREY.

HREENHEENSE  ERARAZLTHABARE , IRHF
ARBHEMEBE , LW"so t"hafB RAEEAERE. HRIBE
E NMATERDELIGEE ", MUEERBE 1 1HFFECENE
ME HFFENEENATEAAREEERRERE, HEHBE L METR

1 Colev. Kimberly-Clark 102 F.3d 524
18 16 6-28 "so that”
Raytheon Co. v. Roper Corp.,724 F.2d 951 "so that”
[Method claim]

"means plus function” 256 F.2d 317 "While 35 USCS 112
provides that element of combination may be defined as means for performing specified
functions, it does not contemplated allowance of combination claim solely on basis of
final functional statement beginning with “so that” and setting forth certain features of
manner in  which device operates; such statement is, in effect, method

limitation...protected by method claims” "means for”
"step for” means plus function
"so that”
19 Melbourne V. Ethicon 91 F.3d 1580 "construing functional language

introduced by “so that” to be equivalent to “means for” claim language]
”means for”
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BEREEERIBEARRE.

KEMYEAENBEBFEZEEL LEBEERY . F-HRAT
RREEEN EBEHRPFEMNEENRRTE  ERZEKREEL, e
EHREE-—B-—THREANRZAE  RUEKNREIX", £HB L
e REFTHANYREERERERE  BERAFMTNEHNRFEENH
B, FRARSIEBARA

\\

F-_HAEEBEREFED BIERE—B-—+T-HREAENERER
B, AERARUREERSTUTRAFENEEM AT HE
BEYT, MRARBITHENIE K ARKTEE; Eﬁ,ﬁ%ﬂﬁmﬁm%
MERL, BUREERERE. MHURBELLFERENRAETRERK
MEBRESSEY FRE  BABRREATERS  BEHEZHEE

2 |n Re ZOLTAN TRACZY-HORNOCH 397 F.2d 856

(process)

Halli burton Oi l We | |
Cementing Co. V. Wa IStote . UlBrix® i th.tSE.l Ilect ual property
in an information economy: FESTO, NOTI CE AND T
PROSECUTI ON HI STORY ESTOPPEL TO MENASHSPL2UBS- FUNCTI O
Wm. Mi t chell L116R €2v0.0 21)1 6 5

Walker

ZWMS Gaming Inc. v. International Game Tech. 184 F.:

2 Frederick A. Spaeth<ast> Articles:

"Equivalents Thereof" v. the Doctrine of Equivalents in the Interpretation
of U.S. Patent Claims 20 Quinnipiac L. Rev. 487 W.inter, 2001

Cyrill P. Rigamonti,

ARTICLE: Conflicting Theories of Equivalence: 35 U.S.C. ?112, P6 in the
Supreme Court and the Federal Circuit , 40 IDEA 163, 2000

Julie E.
Cohen+, Mark A. Lemley, ARTICLE: Patent Scope and Innovation in the
Software Industry, 89 Calif. L. Rev. 1, January, 2001
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MEASBENRELUTFAERN -, ABRHFFENHEENRETRR
R SR RE NS

BEoHHREGRLE THE, -F  EREBLABRRAIL . RFEER
BHEPHAAEZHERPL , LEIZDEZHXERE, MRARBEST
REIARFENGERN , LNPFEINEEN—BAHFRIERTE

[ means for movi ng..tpals,ste:n s E i 2 EH0Rm
Bie e, KAFENEEMERNIERE  REALE WA
BERAHEHEGYERZEBRY K TEZIIBLFEAIARFENSENFRE
ERERAAFBALRREAERNFTEAET HE AR, €
REZBEZCANAEETHUHER TEREMERERE,

=, BiEXBEENEE BT -HREARIRE
SREN B EEE
EBBEELE, WA, UEEN. RRENEESERAEYE
ez BEURTBEXESRNEE T —+-HENEZRES, B
EEMAUTHMEME .

= B

1ERNFRHITENERS

EXEBAIELEE " mMay be expressed as a

2 Micro Chem., Inc. v. Great Plains Chem. Co. 194 F.3d 1250
2 Asyst v. Empak 268 F.3d 1364

[Necessary structure]
25

2002
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performi AREINBRFHE L IRAZT2ERENAFT mMmeans or
step "fHBESMNFFHEERSEHALKREECER LHHA
M, BR'may be expr. osbRuiEsElREEREEM,

ENERNEEBERTINCE  RELREMEFA , RERH
MEHWERFENEECUFFA-—ERAMBHNRRES  EESHEHRE
FEHRFENEENERBRZ, AEHURTRORREEZREKA
T OBRFREIERXNFEAFENHENRESACHEEHE |
bt AT R AR LAY R E

‘means’” FRErBatrHEE , EREEESPER "—#
B, HE.. HE. ., EEXLRFNIRSEINRFEEPHNE—TH
BATY "RE, —CFMEETHALEMDERENTE:, HRENER
HBNE "#EBE, —FRrARTHRATERNBESIMAE ;'st ep "Bor
FERIEFBEAFE—SB. . E=ZFLB... , BRE " me an s”ifEe r

2ENRAEMSENEERRL ?

EEMWEREAREXBELZF LEAHRBENRBIRAEHS
B, MEEEE AERENARERAENEESTERANGEN
RE,CESKEZERELFR -, ELE_ETGHEE . ( 1RHE
SDREEXAEN. BHEN. BWTARE., F%. DRURBFSNE
B, EFfEF-+T-KE-—ERF-ZB2R ;( 2RHEHERF( 18
ME , EFLeRFENEE , E-+—KRELEBESR ; B2( 18( 2)
HILEERER , CRRERHBENRS , KBREHREFRA
ENREFR , URZELYHZESEFNEE 1 1 K% 6 R2BAE , R
RALEE RHEREN  EXEEXEFREERESREESANRASZN
HECR , AR TE( 3EHEE  ERBREEINLEHERKEF H
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FHERERHTLASERTLAGS , A EBEFLEL  BTRAREHE
ANEED ME-REMAESRERERITFBRERNAET BTREE
ELrEREBRNEAGEDE  AUEEURELERIAEFNRASE
MEEAR K FEELHRXENDERESANEEL  BREXIAE

=

BHEYNHEES

AXHEMEEARFMANG  BANSYNEERATHEHYIEREM
EHNRE B XBEBRANELXEERPFENEEAMERNE
— et  REREREEMHRMNIIENT , AR EERFENEER
Byl 2 ZEHFEB (Al Element Rule) , REEB M FEAI(As a
whole) , ZERMEAE N R B cEHOLESETRE , LEREF
ARRANGN  BESIZEEBEEL, IEY-—FAERNEFBHRK
BMOT "TAEHEYREERFFENEEH I REESE. o
BEBE.

AREMDEAENBELIARTREPOAERNEEAESX

MEERE?

KEMDERESARHENHFHERE —THN—ERZEZ , Y
REERLZZNMAEEARNMERE , LAAXWEERE  BEREE
EFAEMEBELIAREZR  RBEMFELN THANESRPORERE
BRAENFUTRE, ERRECAHUARERECRtcBRNESONM
BE 6 DRAFEPLRAEREERAENFH,

POARAEERBERENZABHNRERRERASEHARR( AL
el ement WERABENFRFEEMAENREANKOES , &£
REUCESBAARERE—ENHEE  AUEMREENAFHEEH ,
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HELEBREBANZD , EARORUTREENHFHEERERENA
BAE  RERHTREELMEZNER , BERAEETERAENHFE
EFFAENREANNERES  RAEEXENFFHERRAEN E S
W, TBRENEMEIRNEE  HUERSINR . EFNRFHE
NAFAENEB—ETHBREE , REEA—ETUEENREEE L
MABERR ; REMHERELAARRE —BEH( el e mERBRESR
BrARNMEBELER  MERENFFHEENTHEERFLE
Bl

HR, FORETEHPARERANZOLE  HUHERMEHY
REFENHEENSELHARAEENEL  EENEESARESY
ERREEINEENRE LR PFENEEARIIREESE , &
ZAKRORE O ANHEENEEETRESD , X ELHEREZXIHERR
BENERELES ELRPANROCAFEEUXFTERASTAES ,
MREEFRTEABEGRBRAREZA  BER . KEMWEAESFRX
BEEZERANE  EBRBAROERS AL, AHRUKEN
DRERENTH , MERATEBEDEFLTFE MEEERHFAR
TWBERELETE  NAttwawm  HRERNXRENDERAELSINTHF
HERAROLRENHESXNEE,

SREMDEAENEESANERUE

EHEEREENYRERAEFXNRREEEF B —T2HRERE,
BHRABTELREREEEDRABER(RequiTrement o f writte
descr i ptRiEmYNESH( Requirement of U&&FEabl ement )
MEFHEENREEZ NMBYE, WEERESENBENREERIAESE,
RE-—-B-—"TZHRE_BHZ2RERE L ZBEEZMBANRASF
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