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Abstract

Based one ethica consideration, inventions directing to
diagnostic ,therapeutic and surgical methods for the treatment of humans or
animals are excluded from patent protection in most countries. However, the
scope of medical treatment is expanding and the nature of medical treatment
is undergoing changes due to the progress of medical technology, the
patentability of such methods becomes a devel oping issue worldwide.

At present, the boundary of medical treatment is not always clear-cut,
it is necessary to make a concrete and detailed criterion - Comparing the
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patent laws, examination guidelines and case laws relating to methods of
medical treatment between EPO, China, Japan and Taiwan, some basic
principles and general judgment standards as to what should be considered
for the examination of such patent applications may be established -
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