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®  TheManua of Patent Examini ng Procedure 1504.01(a) Computer-Generated Icons|. A.

Genera Principle Governing Compliance With the “Article of Manufacture” Requirement
Computer- generated icons, such as full screen displays and individual icons, are
2-dimensional images which alone are surface ornamentation.  (computer-generated icon
aloneis merely surface ornamentation).  Since a patentable design is inseparable from the
object to which it is applied and cannot exist alone merely as a scheme of surface
ornamentation, a computer-generated icon must be embodied in a computer screen, monitor,
other display panel, or portion thereof, to satisfy 35 U.S.C. 171.

The Manual of Patent Examining Procedure 1504.01 (a) I1l. TREATMENT OF TYPE
FONTS USPTO personnel should not reject claims for type fonts under 35 U.S.C. 171 for
failure to comply with the “article of manufacture” requirement on the basis that more
modern methods of typesetting, including computer-generation, do not require solid printing
blocks.
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DESCRIPTION

The said design is the overall shape of
the user interface for a computer screen
shown in the drawing.

The single FIGURE is afront view of a
user interface for a computer screen.
The broken-line disclosure of the
computer screen in the view is for
illustrative purposes only, and forms no
part of the claimed design.

96 95. 12

(A

[ 57

Pat. No. US D494,982 S
ICON FOR A PORTION OF A
COMPUTER SCREEN

DESCRIPTION
The single FIGURE is a front view of
an icon for a computer screen showing
the new design.
The broken line drawing of a portion of
a display screen is for illustrative
purposes only and forms no part of the
claimed design.

description a
portion of adisplay screen
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Generated Icons
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Pat. No. USD494,187 S
COMPUTER GENERATED IMAGE
ON A DISPLAY

DESCRIPTION

The single FIGURE is a front view
of a computer generated image on &
display.
The broken line drawing of a display is
for illustrative purposes only and forms

Computer-
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1 The Manual of Patent Examini ng Procedure 1504.01(a) Computer-Generated Icons|. A.

General Principle Governing Compliance Ex parte Strijland, 26 USPQ2d 1259 (Bd. Pat.
App. & Int. 1992) (computer-generated icon aone is merely surface ornamentation).
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MPEP 1503.02 I11.
any portion of an article *
35USC. 171
54 55
52
1999 2 1

The Manual of Patent Examining Procedure 1503.02 111. broken lines  The two most
common uses of broken lines are to disclose the environment related to the claimed design
and to define the bounds of the claim. Structure that is not part of the claimed design, but is
considered necessary to show the environment in which the design is associated, may be
represented in the drawing by broken lines. Thisincludes any portion of an article in which
the design is embodied or applied to that is not considered part of the claimed design. Inre
Zahn, 617 F.2d 261, 204 USPQ 988 (CCPA 1980). However, broken lines are not
permitted for the purpose of indicating that a portion of an article is of lessimportance in the
design. In re Blum, 374 F.2d 904, 153 USPQ 177 (CCPA 1967). Broken lines may not be
used to show hidden planes and surfaces which cannot be seen through opague materials.
The use of broken lines indicates that the environmental structure or the portion of the
article depicted in broken lines forms no part of the design, and is not to indicate the relative
importance of parts of a design.
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